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ABSTRACT 



This brochure for educators discusses underachievement and 
gifted students. The causes of underachievement are reviewed, which include 
parents who do not stress the importance of academic achievement and do not 
set high standards, divorce or strained relations between the family members, 
peer group pressure, an unchallenging and unmotivating curriculum, teachers 
who do not appreciate or recognize the student's unique talents and 
abilities, and gifted students who may not believe that they can do well. 
Strategies that teachers can use to reverse the underachievement process are 
outlined, such as: (1) ensure that opportunities are provided for academic 

challenge within the classroom; (2) provide opportunities for students to 
pursue topics of interest through independent projects; (3) help 
underachieving students set realistic goals that they can eventually reach; 
and (4) encourage students to pursue out of school interests. (CR) 



***************************************************************************** 

* Reproductions supplied by EDRS are the best that can be made 

* from the original document. 



r 



2 THE NATIONAL RESEARCH CENTER 

ON 

2 ON THE 

w 

GIFTED AND TALENTED 

WHAT EDUCATORS NEED TO KNOW ABOUT UNDER- 
ACHIEVEMENT AND GIFTED STUDENTS 

PRACTITIONERS’ GUIDE #A9712 



BEST COPY AVAILABLE 



o 

r- 

o 





U.S. DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 
Office of Educational Research and Improvemer 

Z ATIONAL RESOURCES INFORMATK 
CENTER (ERIC) 

5 document has been reproduced as 
received from the person or organizatioi 
originating it. 

□ Minor changes have been made to 
improve reproduction quality. 



• Points of view or opinions stated in this 
document do not necessarily represent 
official OERI position or policy. 



PERMISSION TO REPRODUCE AND 
disseminate THIS MATERIAL HAS 
BEEN GRANTED BY 



2 

TO THE EDUCATIONAL RESOURCES 
INFORMATION CENTER (ERIC) 



What is the NRC/GT? 

The National Research Center, on the Gifted and 




U 
< 
c 
g 
"co 
o 

ID 

~o 
LU 
w 

■5 C 

C CD 
13 ~0 

~o -5 

O (/) 

§ ^ 

c 

CO ^ 
CO 

h“ H 
O TD 

o § 

2 (D 

"S b 

-i'l 

CO 

H 



c: 

g 

- CO 

c w 
£ ^ 
P >- 



1 1 

■D c5 

C CD 
CO 3 

-s 



? .y 

O CO 

o ^ 

TD 
O CD 
Z3 (O 
*0 CO 
C ^ 
O 
(J 



E 

g M- -D ^ 

CO O C ^ 

CO O 



c 

CD 

E 

tr 

CO 

Ql 

CD 



C 
_C0 
Q. 

O CO 
CO 

JO 
(j 



o. 

CO o 



? 2 



it c 

O 3 



E 

3 

CO 

c 

o 

^ cj 

O S -o 

f CD t 
y CO CO 
OC CD' -* 

CD § 
£ CO CD 
M- 3 Tx 



(0 

0 ? 

ro « 

t- <5 
E ® 
p £ 

- c 

0) o 

o 1 - 

re 0 ) 

■| S 

So . 

.«? -g T3 



o 

3 

"O 



O ^ ^ 

2 o (0 
0. CC H 



(0 

.2 ^ 
C o 
Q> ^ 

t3 

O) 2 

.c: Q- 

5 CD 

CO « 
§ ^ 
c 

.2 ° 

CO "o 

<13 

Q> O) 

Q CO 

Q> 



0) 



03 C 

“g 

CO 

03 JI3 
TD 
^ CD 



O C S 

£ g c 

gis 

0-2; 



CO CO 
OQ CO 

CD 
Q. 
CO 
O. 



CD (0 C 



CD 

o 

w 

CO 

_ CD 
CO CO 
o CD 



^ E 

O *- 
XI CD 
CO ^ 



•C 

2 

S CD 
M CO 

oc f 



CO "D 

o 
"cO 



E i= 

>N 

O <0 

:= 03 ^ 

I 

^ 3 

C iZ o 
CO Q. CO 



(0 

g 

w 

o 

s 

CD 

(0 

E 

CD 

«> CO ^ 
^ 03 }“ 

a'O ^ 

2 

^ S-5 

O CO 2 
C D> CD 
00 ^ 

§ 

- XI 



-C 

2 

03 

0) 

CO 

Q> 

OC 



g? 

Si 

CO P 
/1\ ^ 



■0 CO 

p 5 
« .9 O 

2 ^ 

o ^ 

"O ^ 

c c 
? - C 



go 

2 -Q. 
Q. O 

£ c 

■o g 

CD 



(0 

CO 

CD 

2 

o 

"cO 

CO 

0) CO 

^ 2 
o 

o 
o 



."5 

5 

C3 

S2 

cb "o 



2 ‘-C: 



- E 



C 

o 



TD 

b P 



o 
o 
u ~o 

D) CO 
C CO 

■ E 
o 
o 



o ^ 



**♦5 'i: -P CO 



c > CD 

J5 o 

0. H 



o CO 
CO 
CD 



c 

CD 

CO 

o. 

TD 

C 

CO 

CO 

k_ 

o 



CO CO 

o o 

og 



o> 

o 

E 

CO 



o 

o 

CO = 

^ CO 

m O 

h" _g 

p3-g 



,C 

.£ 



CD 

k_ 

CO 

CO 

CD 

■g 

'o 

O) 

CD 

O 

o 

o 

CO 

2 

o 

CJ 

CO 

o 

o 

’CD 

■O 

o 



CO 

> 

CCS CO 

2 

CO 



CD 

o. 

s 

JO 

o 

CO 

CD 



o. 



^ Q 



& s 

^ Q. 



■O 

CD 

"O 

O 

o 

c 



Q. 

g 

CO 

o 

g 

CO 

> 

o 

o 

c 

o 

^ o 



■a 

c 

CO 

■O 

CD 

£ 

O) 

'o 

g 

CD 



O 

O 

QQ 

Q> 

2 

Z3 

O 

<0 



c P 



o 

CO 



CO 

Q) 

■■6 

■3 

O) 

-c 

g 



c 

g 

CO c 

E .2 



CT3 

Q> 

CO 



O CO 

!e B 

^ "O 
o CD 
CO "O 
CD CD 

2 c 

O CD 

S s 



ID 

2 

”c0 
o 

g 

■g 0) 
S ^ 
i “ 2 

(t £ a 

g.ii 

O s 

5 S g 

•Q "o 2 

cp .2 ^ 

o §: *! 

CJ < £ 



CD 

c 

3 CD 

3 o 

c 5 ^ 

CD O 



■a 

B 

c 

_g 

CO 



frt 3 



o 

o 

CM 



o 

o d) 

O ^ 
CD 

o QC 

■t^ CO 
CO C 

o .Q 

II 

CD 



o 



O 



-♦— > 
c 
o 




m 







s 



o S 



3 3 

k. 5 <4) 

'S. |-S 

o ■“ a 

s 2; = 



&0 

3 

3 

O 

O 

^ Co 

1 ^ 1 ' 



.c^.S 

?s 



3 

dCi 



^ '3 

a §■ 

00 3 

^ ^ 



•S 

> 

o 



On ^ 

^ ^ 3 

^ 5 ^ 

3 

^ cj ^ 

hj ^ ^ 

. ^ ^ 
Oo Q "Q 
3 -SJ c 



Cl 



3 Q 
3 C^ 
00 '3 



"3 p 

^ "S 
S! I S 
S O ^ 



ll.^ 

3 § to 

^ "Q -S 

3 3 
3 3 



"Ci 
^ 3 



3 

<J 

3 



O 

S 

s 

Cl, 

3 

"3 

-< 

S O 

32 ^ 

^ rC 
3i ^ 

^ a 

^ 3 

^ 3 

Co 

^ ==2 ‘ 
^ s 

3 iT' 
•3 <4) 



cd ^ 

6 3 

C c/!} 
cd .. 

I 2 

I > 

^ ’B 

3 cd 
cd t- 



bO ^ 

♦ -H on 

K ^ 
ob "o 

C 3 

‘S e 

> cd 
O ^ 

il 

§ £ 



O *3 



o 

T3 

2 

>> 



bQ xi 

a o 

cd 



>% .ic 

c 



C .3 



O 

O 

Ck 

O 

c 



g bO 

.5 

D- 00 
CL 'O 
O p 
(U i3 

s "O 

C 

> ^ 
00 ‘> 

*» 

<D c 

1-H .3 

cd Cl 

Z 8 
« -s 
S' 'S 

_c td 
id ^ 

ti CO 
^ C 

x> ^ 



d) 



CJ 

3 

2 
‘C 

d) 
CL 
X 
d) 

— Q> 

I; c 

I S 

So 

>> c 

d> (U 

^ cc 

cd 

M SZ 
O 

^ O 
>> 

cd o 
-O cd 

^ CO 

d) -3 

> £ 

d) H 



T3 

3 

cd 

00 

.£ 

*0 

o 



to 

i2 •- 

c3 x> 

d) cd 

>> sz 
^ -if 

d) > 



C 

o 

E 

o 

> 

2> 

!E 

o 

CQ 

k. 

0) 

"D 

C 

D 

0) 

•(^ 

CQ 

£ 



cd 

to 

cd 



00 

3 



SZ ^ 

t>0 ^ 

S c 



3 

« d> 

2 w 



2 

o 



d> d) 

T3 cl 

cd ^ 

^ Id 

2 
3 O 
d) cd 

•§ .2 



d> 

X> 
d> >» 

£ -c 

w cd 



*3 

3 

00 

3 



! 

CO 

3 

3 



00 

,3 

k! 

3 

I 

3 

3 

3 

3 

3 



00 . 

3 



-3 

3 

g 

"3 

3 

3 

CL 



CL 

-g 

CL 

> 

3- 

>5 

CL 

-3) • 

2 1 



k. 

> ’5 

■s ^ 
•y I 

s ? 
S? ^ 

8 J 



to 3 



CL 



C+-. 'S 



I ^ 
I S 

1 ^ 

<L ^ 

3i ^ 

d) -S2 



3 .to 
§ ^ 
:| ^ 



"Q 3 

•tS ^ 
.o :::: 

"xa 3 

.3- -3 

i ^ 

Oo 

^ 

CL 

"3 3 



3 

*3 

. 

. 3 
♦ 3 
«o 

CL 3 
.5^ O 



On 



& 



3 

S I 

^ I 

CJN 

Os 3 
^ 3 

<L 3 
' ^ 



Oo 



3 

- 8 



to C-T5 



*8 


•-0 

•S 


-b O 
Co 3 




C 


3 




3 


CO 3 


~3 


s 


Q ^ 


.3 


3 




3 


> 

,3 




3 

o 


-5 

3 


3 £ 


CL 


3 



Q 3 



^ « 

3 Co 
3 3 

cu 

3 -3 

tj 3 

Co 3 



3 

3 * 

•3 
3 
Co 
3< 

3 3 

^ ’S 

.i iS 

a ^ 

i 4 

'g.-g 

.S -3 

■c .h 

3 3 

3 ^ 
3) ^ 
-3 

Q ^ 
3 
3 
•3 



"3 

3 

Oo 

3 

3 

3 

Co 

3 

Oo 

.3 

3 



S! 

3 

-3 

3 

5 3» 

^ S 

= 'So 

3 3 

3 

s ^ 



3 

CL 

3 






12 
3 
>> 
, 3 

3 is 

2 s 

Co ^ 

3 ^ 

^ § 

3 to 

Sjj 3 



3 

3 

^ -5 

3 

3 ' 

"Q 

3 3 

c! 3 

2 ^ 

3 JQ 
3 On 
3 On 



k. 

♦i: 3 

3 

’S 

3 (.^ 

3 tt} 

3 

• S’ § 

-3 



^ 3 



3 

S sS 

CS 

<3 3 

§ .s 

^ 3 

C 3 

I i 

3 ^ 

3 Cl 

^ s 

3 1^ 

i C5 

3 3 

3 

^ .S 

3 
3 
3 



|i 

lie 
+ 0) 
O 0) P 
c .9 § 
O ti > 

‘•S s 

JO S: x: 
y Q. o 
■g <0 

Uj 



CO 

c 

o 



<0 O) 
0) o> 
o — 
c 

d) 

o CD 






■S Q> 

3 

0 

1 
■D ® 
8 - 



C 

!5 

x> 

^ O 
LU E 
C *0 

““ .CO 
'. 3 
0) 

^ ? 
« g 

2 S 



V. 2 



0) ^ o 

® cb § ^ 

cc 



i :a 

o c • 

O .2 . 

^ CO ‘ 

O H 

^ ‘ 

® -D I 

(D ' 



5 

3 

3 

S. 



E - 

i ^ 
be ^ 
q6 *d 
- ® 

< ”? 
d 



Oi 

c in 

“■ O) 
CJ) 



c € c . 

■« o ^ f 



G 



CO . 

"C* o 



3 3 

« CO 

3 C+-. 00 
3 ^ 



to S 

(0 3 

Q ^ I 

■Q 

c 

Ctj 



§ 2 
CC is 
-H 2? 
Q >C 

^ s 

D)^ 
C ^ 

P "cj 



O *= i3 

- C *<» 
0> O X 

O 0) 

W c 
^ cn 
. 



CNJ y 
lO to I 
0> 3 

E.(r 



I E _ 

ail 

c ® tS ^ 
gE.®| 

^ O o ® 
'D -g ^ « 

C .C 

-2 ^ s 

3 ;=: « CO 

^°lll 

.3 § Z) G 

'5 c-.® 

3 ► O 

CO 3 <2 
Cd > w 0) 
(N 3 O 

.-gw® 
5? 8 

2? m O -C 

^ S ® 

>^g2s 

5 § &E 

_3 .3 O g 
to "5 O 3 
X 3 2 Z 



|i 

3 



> vg 

■c O 



o 

II 

.3 3 3 

•t 3 ]0 

*5^2 

^30 

111 

■§ 9 "D 

3 ^ T3 

5i S g 

0 >3 | 

3 •*:: -Q 
ri 3 ^ 

1 E 8- g 

S I => 2 

^^33 

S C E .2 
^ ^ 3 T3 

'—' O ^ m 

5 S C 

_i 3 -c C 

. ~ O O 

Q § ^ U 
- !r 3 
3 ^.CJ o 

® 8| t 

"III 

3 g C 

3 fc 3 



O c 
^ 00 



d> 

> 



o _ 

o o 

0> 3 

c- CO 

O >. 



Pi 



d) d) 

E ^ 

8 

o d) 



o 

3 

o 

,> C 



g § 

C CJ 

£ £ 

cd 

CO 

&o "O 

d> d> 



O 
T3 

C 

cd 

O c/5 

r£ 

“ .2 
xz. CO 



>> 

cd 

E 

CO 



CL . 
CL c/5 
cd d) 



d> 

^ bO 
bO Cd 

C to • 
3 CO 

>> £ • 
P E . 



c c 

T3 O 
3 ^ 
tio O 

■> 
d) > 



;E ex 



.c JJ 

Cd Cd •£ 



d> 

_> 

cd 

bO 

d> 

c 



T3 
O d> 



^ <o 

X) CJ 



i. 

Pi to 

s § 



-o 

C JZ 
cd o 

T3 ^ 

3 



d> 



d) o 

g ^ <L) 



d> 

E 

o 



3 

g" 

‘E 

3 



O ^ 



d) 



Ifl 



Xi d 

I I 

>> C 
d> d> 



cd 

> _ 

O 8 
3 2 
d> bb 
3 •£ .E 

O tj^ 

•C O 2 

Cd _ CO 

E 2 



T3 ,0 



E -p 

•£ U 



O I . 

Cd o d) 

CL <J Xi 



cd ’ni 

■E -S 

^ -t-t 

S .E 

£ d> 

g 

X) 5 

^ T3 

c ^ 

C 3 

>. O 
cd O 
3 u-i 
^ O 
c'J 
3 

3 U 
d> cd 
x> ^ 

S < 

CO 

T3 ;3 

^3 ^ 

O 



o 

T3 

>> 

d) CO 

E c 
E *1^ 

XZ 73 

.£ 3 

X3 to 

^ d) 
■ ■ to 

td 



Jrt o 

B £ 

bO . 
3 t 3 
'H d) 
CL ?-> 



CJ 

o 

3 

CO ^ 

§ “ 

O 

>> 

d> Ui 



d) d) 
“ > 



.£ o 



3 d) 
X) X) 



3 2'^ 

.3 3 d> 




bo 



V a: 



■g I 
:s g 

S « 

CL CJ 

« § 

•3 -5 
‘3 



O CL 

Cl ^ 
Cl, c 

--c; ^ 

CJ 

k? 

s ‘s 

Q 
cj 

a 



CL 

bo 

3 

O 

"Q 

CL 

CL 

c 



S 

3 3 
to 

■§ 
§ e3 

CL 

a 



S ts 

■I § 

§ S' 

"5 3 



3 



Cj to 
3 3 

ca 'o 
2 2 

■; s 



^ i 
3 

>3 C 
3 3 

3 -Cj 



o ^ ' 

ex Co 
C 3 
fc 3 
V 3 
2S 



3 

s 

3 

•« 



UJ 






bo 3 

I I 

3 bo 

^ -SP 

3 -C 



"3 

lS 

^ S’ 

o’ 3 



3 

O -b 
C 3 

" o 

"Q 

3 “O 

C 3 

)Q *S 

On :t2 
On q 



3 

-c 



C 

3 3 

•Ct ^ 

Q 5 

c< ^ 



3 

Co — i., 
O Oo 

^ r< 

3 Cl 
lei ^ 

3 

3 ^ 



“8 .5 

O 3 



3 

3 

12 

3 

Cl i>i 

O 3 



3 k, 

..^ Cl 
^ 27 

3 g 
3 

^ 8* 
k, 

c£^ -S 

2^ 
‘Cl s 

C S 

3 ^ 

^ 2! 

g CO 

Cl ^ 
O' ^ 
3 .s; 

O t^ 



k. 

U, 



73 > CL 

d> _d) to t+H 

"P O 



cd x; 73 
> cd 3> 



■g ^ 



CO 



CO d) 

bX) cd 



cd cZ 
‘ZZ d) 

c ^ 

^ -S 

2 ^ 
CL O 



d) 

> 

.E -2^ 
U o 

2 Cd 
C l„i 
cd (U 
C X3 
C c 
tp 

^ T3 
d> d) 
CL (4^ 



bO 

d) 



d> xz 

o o 

5 V5 

E cd 



o 

ERIC 



cd 

X> 



T3 ,0 
cd (i> 

1 ^ 



O 

O 

X3 

O 



E I 

Ui 

d> CO 

CL cd 



C 

o> 

a 



c 

0) 

E 

o 

> 

o 

!E 

o 

(0 

<D 

"D 

C 

D 

(0 

<D 

(0 

3 

(0 

O 

(0 

£ 



>> 

•o = 

"S -s S 

3^0 

o -S, ex 

« .£P B 

(D x: 

CO 

=J 2 
cd cd 

o 73 -:3 

C4-I Cd 

O <1^ 



c 

d) 

Isa 
E a = 

1 1 

C b£) S 

cd c X 

CJ ‘r3 



-o 

s ^ 

CL 

^ B ^ 
E <1^ £ 



E Ph 

o . 



U, (U 

^ c 

cd O 



£ £ o 
td -- P 



o O 
<o c 

CJ --H 

E d) 

t: E 

O CO 

& § 

c 2 

d> c 

E S 



£ ^ 
S o 

O 73 
C C 



bJ) 

•a s 

d) d> 

CO 

) . .4—) 

O j= 
C o 



^ o 



8 c 

H d) 
cd i-H 
CL 2 

(U *3 
CO XZ 

d) o 



d) 

O HH 

o — , 
3 S 

.CO 3 

o o 

E CO 

^ x: 
cd 

CJ < 
cd ^ 

E <lT 



c 

d) 



C CJ ^ 

•2 te 
^ X) £ 

13 £ 

^ c 
<L> ^ fX 

c ^ 



E E 

CO cd 



x: d) p 

C CO ,j3 
bO -r N 

O 

cb X d) 

£ " 
^ £ 2 
qj X 



O X4 

d) cd 
CO X 3 
O ^ ^ 

- c > 
E ^ .c 

d) ‘“ 

CO 



<U C4_ 

x: o 



E 

c 

d) 

T3 

3 



£ 'O 

i £ 

c ci3 

E ‘S: 



o 

C £ 

a.£ 

Ui XI 



:: H 



3 o 

zz d) 
p CL 

C4-I X 

d) <u 



d) 73 
O C 
2^ Cd 

2 "S 

^ I 



2 cd 



O g 

.> cd 
E 73 
CO C 



C 
d> 
£ 
d) 

« > 
E ^ 



o 
3 

00 CJ 



73 XI 
— U 



d) 

X 



d) cd 

E £ 



C 

CO C 

3 d) 

Cd 73 

P 

O _ 
,0 cd CO CO 



« T3 



d) 
Xi 
d> ^ 
bO £ 
Cd 4_, 
CO r> 
CO £ 
_ (U c 

t? £ .E 



d> 
d> ’2 
£ § 



C 

cd 

CO 

O 

T3 

cd 



d> 

> 

O ^ 
CO O 
C O 

o x: 
‘ZZ o 

Cd ^ 



x: ^ 

B ^ 

^ bO 




CO C 

h-^ d> 
d> 



d> 

CL 



'c 


‘u 


d) 

X 


UJ 

T) 

3 




X) 


3 

E 


Cl 

E 


bO 


CO 

cd 


o 

cd 


T5 

d) 


£ 


o 


c 


bO 




O 

u 


b 

cd 

a 


o 

E 


d> 

CO 

3 


O 

Vi«i 

<u 


E 

> 


d) 


cd 


3 


13 


■4—* 


X 


E 

‘C 


bO 

c 


O 

>> 


u 

d) 


o 

c 


C4-^ 

o 


CL 


> 


Cd 


x: 


•E 


CO 


cd 


.£ 


£ 


o 


d> 




d) 


'«7 


.— >, 


u 


u 


p 


X) 


o 


o 


O 


c 


2 

c 


c 

cd 

o 


Cd 

u 

d> 

T3 


o 

xz 

(J 

CO 


HD 

u 

d) 


£ 

E 

o 




C 

D 




3 


X 

d) 



r 




U.S. Department of Education 

Office of Educational Research and Improvement (OERIj 
National Library of Education (NLE) 
Educational Resources Information Center (ERIC) 




NOTICE 

REPRODUCTION BASIS 




This document is covered by a signed “Reproduction Release 
(Blanket) form (on file within the ERIC system), encompassing all 
or classes of documents from its source organization and, therefore, 
does not require a “Specific Document” Release form. 




This document is Federally-funded, or carries its own permission to 
reproduce, or is otherwise in the public domain and, therefore, may 
be reproduced by ERIC without a signed Reproduction Release form 
(either “Specific Document” or “Blanket”). 




EFF-089 (9/97) 




